The 2 Mysteries of the Gospel of Mark
Mark 16 (29th Jan 2012) 
Questions for the Small Groups to consider : 


1. Throughout the Gospel of Mark, there were 6 incidents where our Lord Jesus commanded that what He had just done (healing a leper [including forgiveness], casting out of demonic spirits, raising Jairus’s daughter from the dead, healing a deaf mute man, revealing Himself as the Christ, His transfiguration) be kept a secret. This is known as “The Messianic Secret” in biblical scholarship. 

Discuss the reasons why Jesus wanted to maintain His divine identity a secret? What did He want His disciples to learn ? 
What does Jesus want us to understand about Forgiveness, Demonic oppression, Resurrection from the Dead, Healing, He being the Son of God. 
(please give more reasons than what the sermon had covered). 

2. Our Lord Jesus wanted to keep the Messianic secret UNTIL He had suffered, died on the Cross, and resurrected from the dead. 
What is so important about the Suffering, Death and Resurrection of Christ ? 
What does Christ’ suffering, death and resurrection mean to you personally ? How does it affect the way you live ? 

3. If the Gospel of Mark had ended on Chapter 16, verse 8, then no one would know of what Jesus had done, or that He had risen from the dead, because the women disciples of Jesus were afraid to go and tell others.  

Have you ever shared the Gospel of Jesus with other people ? If yes, share your experiences (was it easy ? were you anxious ? did you feel uncomfortable ? what finally motivated you to do so?)

If no, why not ? What is stopping you ? Do you even think we should share with others about Jesus and what He has done for you ? 

Take some time now to pray for each other, and for the person(s) you hope to share the Gospel with. Prayer is absolutely necessary for us in sharing the Gospel and for our hearers to believe. 

4. Jesus Christ our Lord calls us to go into ALL the world to preach the good news; to be a channel of His transformational power. 
What ‘world’ do you belong to ? (legal, business, sports, IT, medical, heart-land, condominium, taxi, political, civil service, educational, virtual Internet, etc)  
In your ‘world(s)’, how can you be a Witness for Christ ? How can you be a channel of God’s transformational power ? 

Jesus promised to enable you to overcome obstacles (evil powers, language barriers, people who are like ‘snakes’, poisonous situations, etc) – have you experienced God’s power in overcoming – if so, please share your experience and edify the Body of Christ. 

If not, share about your obstacles and pray for each other. 
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