DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR PASTORAL CARE GROUPS – 8TH JANUARY 2012

SERMON TOPIC   : QUIET! BE STILL!
SCRIPTURE TEXT : MARK 4:35-41
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The account in Mark 4:35:41 (with parallels in two other Gospels, Matthew 8:23-27 and Luke 8:22-25) shows Jesus sleeping, Jesus rebuking the storm and Jesus questioning the
disciples.  This account reveals to us:   
 
[1] Something about the human predicament.  We live in a fallen world beset by powers of 
      chaos that are out to destroy us - physical dangers, disease, death and we are not  
      immune from these - as followers of Christ.
 
[2] Something about the God that we believe in. Jesus' power to calm the storm presents  
      the solution to our human plight.  
      Trusting that He has God's power and cares for us despite His long silence at times is a  
      great assurance for us who face many challenges in life. 
 


Questions:
 
[1] What are the three portraits of Jesus that we can find in the passage?  What can we 
       learn from each of these portraits?
 
[2] Imagine yourself as one of the disciples who was there in the storm with Jesus.  What  
      would be your response to the sudden storm that threatens your life?
      Would you have responded the same way as the disciples, or would you have allowed 
      Jesus to continue sleeping?
 
[3] Are there areas in your life that you are tempted to respond with fear rather than faith?  
      What are these? Spend some time reflecting on what God might be saying to you  
      through this passage. Share this with the person next to you in your group and pray for 
      one another.
 

