Will the World end this year ? Are we the Final Generation ? – 
Mark 13 (15th Jan 2012) 

Questions for the Small Groups to consider : 
1. These are the 8 signs in Mark 13 of the end of the world : 

a. There will be wars, earthquakes and famines 

b. Christians will be persecuted in a terrible way

c. The Gospel of Jesus Christ will be preached to all nations

d. Families will be divided (probably because of the Christian faith)

e. The Temple will be desecrated and finally destroyed

f. There will be much suffering, unparalleled since the creation of the world 

g. There will be many false Christs, false prophets

h. The sun, moon and stars will be affected too

Do you believe some, if not all, of the above signs are taking place ? Substantiate your answers (for example – is Christ being preached to all nations – if so, how many more nations left to preach the Gospel ?)

Are there other signs regarding the end of the world that are revealed to us in the Bible – what are they ? Where can we find in Scriptures ? 

2. Today there is a lot of suffering and pain in the world – at the global, continental, regional, national, community, family and personal level. What does it mean ? What do they signify ? 

Name the kinds of suffering and pain experienced in the world (you may want to use the different levels mentioned to give your answer). 

Why are there suffering and pain ? What causes it ? 

If you have some knowledge of the viewpoints of other religions/philosophies regarding the reasons for suffering and pain, do share. 

Is God unable or unwilling to stop the pain and suffering ? Or are there other reasons ? 

If you or your loved ones have suffered, did you learn good lessons / biblical truths through the suffering ? 

Take some time now to pray for each other (or our family / friends) who are suffering and in pain now. 

3. Mark 13 is a word of hope to the church in a difficult moment. Jesus gave Predictions as to what will happen, and He even gave out Prescriptions as to what the disciples Must do, but more than that, God released His abundant grace through His rich Promises. 
Predictions : “You will be led astray”, “you will be handed over”, “you will be beaten”, “you will testify to authorities”, “you will be tried”, “you will be hated”, “you will perceive incomparable tribulations”.

Prescriptions : “Watch out”, “don’t be alarmed”, “don’t worry”, “pray”, “don’t be fooled by falsehood”, “learn”, “keep alert”, “steward your work”, “keep watch”, “don’t be sleeping”.

Promises : “God rules the chaos”, “the end will come”, “the gospel must be proclaimed everywhere”, “the Holy Spirit will be given and will speak”, “the one who endures will be saved”, “the Lord has cut short the days of tribulations for the elect”, “I have told you everything”, “you will see the Son of Man come”, “the Son of Man will gather His elect”, “you will perceive and know the time”, “My word will never pass away”. 

What do the Predictions, Prescriptions and Promises mean to you and I ? What should we do in response ? Discuss. 
4. Suddenly the church world-wide receive an angelic visition – the world will end (tomorrow / next week / next month / in 1 year’s time). 

What would you do if you know you have 

a. 1 more day

b. 1 more week

c. 1 more month

d. 1 more year

before the world ends, before we stand before God’s Throne of Judgment (for non-believers) and Grace (for children of God through Christ). 

Please answer the question according to the amount of time we have left. 

If how you would live (your answer above) is different from how you live today – what is the assumed amount of time you believe you have ? (is it because you are assuming you have 50 years more of life that you are living like you are now ?)

Would you change the way of living after hearing God’s Word today ? 
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