20 November 2011

Go Forth With Eyes Open!
Mark 6.1-13

1. When Jesus went back to his home region, his religious teachings became the centre of attraction. But instead of welcoming him, people took offense at him (vv 1-6).
A. Why?
B. [bookmark: _GoBack]Share similar experiences of rejection, whether in your life or service for the Lord, you have faced and how you handled them.
C. What guidance can you draw from what Jesus did?

2. To multiply his ministry, Jesus sends out his twelve disciples in pairs. What is significant about the instructions he gives them (vv 7-10)?

3. How are they to respond to being unwanted and why (v 11)?

How easy it would be, we naturally think, for knocking the dust off our feet to be an act of pique or petulance. Yet in the context of Jesus' mission, there was no time to waste. The kingdom of God is at hand.  Mark's breathless Gospel focuses here on the disciples' breathless mission; and if people won't have it, there's no time to lose. On to the next place, and woe to those who have missed their chance. It was a deeply symbolic act of witness to the Israel of his day as to what time it was in God's urgent timetable.  Part of Christian discipleship is the spiritual sensitivity and discernment to know when there is an emergency on, and what steps to take. There have been many times in recent years, in many places around the globe, when the church's task has been, like the Twelve, to go urgently around, proclaiming and acting out the kingdom.

4. What situations now need our urgent attention as the church's – as God's – agents of the kingdom?



Note
Other than 1B and 1C, material is taken from Tom Wright, For Everyone Bible Study Guides – Mark (London: SPCK, 2009).

