DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR PASTORAL CARE GROUPS – 30 October 2011
Sermon Topic:	What Matters Most In Your Life?
Scripture Text:	Mark 8:34-38 
                                  [Parallel Passages: Matthew 16:24-27; Luke 9:23-26]

After explaining His own mission, Jesus goes on to say that His followers must “deny self,” “take up their cross” and “follow Him.” 

1. How has Jesus denied Himself for the sake of others? 

2. Romans 8:32: “He who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all – how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things?”  What relevance does this text has with Mark 8:34?   

3. What goes through your mind when you think about denying yourself to do what Jesus calls you to do?  (For instance, what draws you towards or away from denying yourself?)

4. What did Jesus mean when He said His followers must take up “his cross”? What is your cross and how can you take it up?

5. What does it mean to follow Christ?
6. How is God calling you to love, serve or witness for Christ in a costly way?
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
Share with one another the ambitions and priorities in your life that hinder you from “denying yourself” and “taking up your cross.”  Pray for one another - ask God to help you set all these aside for His sake.  
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