11 September 2011

Sowing Success
Mark 4.1-20



Suggestions for use of the discussion questions:
· Discuss question 1 in the total group.
· For question 2, give time for personal reflection and then have group members pair up to share their responses and then pray for each other’s needs according to their responses.




1. What does this parable teach concerning[footnoteRef:2]: [2:  Alan M Stibbs (ed), Search the Scriptures (IVP, 1967) ] 

a. The reasons why even the teaching of Jesus failed to produce fruit in the lives of many of the hearers?
b. The method by which the kingdom comes in this present age?
c. The criteria by which true success is measured in gospel preaching?


2. ‘If anyone has ears to hear, let them hear.’[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid] 

a. Is the Word of God finding entrance into my heart (verse 15)?
b. Is it taking deep root (verses 16, 17)?
c. Am I allowing some other crop to mature in my heart (verses 18, 19)?
d. What measure of fruit is being produced in my life (verse 20)?  (Cf Hebrews 3.7, 8)

